
On August 15, 2015 Officers Mika 
and Contreras of the Sugar Creek 
Police Department were dispatched 
to LaBenite Park to a suicidal indi-
vidual in the Missouri River. 

Upon arriving at the park they 
discovered a male and female in the 
river struggling to get ashore. The 
male advised that the female had 
jumped in the river in an attempt 
to commit suicide. They were both 
covered in mud and could not reach 
the shore on their own. 

Officers Mika and Contreras, dis-
regarding their own personal safety, 
took swift and immediate actions to 
get them to the shore. These officers 
put the lives of others above their 
own and performed an exceptional 
act of lifesaving. 

Therefore on November 23, 2015 
at the Sugar Creek City Council 

meeting, both Officer Mark Mika and 
Victor Contreras received Lifesaving 
Awards from Chief Christopher 
Soule. 

Soule said, “These officers repre-
sent the caliber of officers that work 

for the City of Sugar Creek. I am 
proud of the officers and although 
they did not seek any recognition for 
doing their job, the citizens should 
know what great officers are out 
there protecting them every day.”

Newsletter for Sugar Creek, Missouri  January 2016

Sweet TalkSugar
Creek

Sweet Talk is published 
monthly by the office of the 
City Clerk of Sugar Creek, 
MO at 103 South Sterling, 
Sugar Creek, MO 64054. For 
more information call Jana 
Olivarez-Dickerson at 252-
4400, ext. 128 or visit Sugar 
Creek on the web at www.
sugar-creek.mo.us

SUGAR CREEK
ELECTED OFFICIALS

Mayor
 Matt Mallinson

Aldermen
 Stanley J. Sagehorn
 Joseph D. Kenney
 Lorcan Doyle
 Robert Ray 

City Administrator
 Ron Martinovich

City Clerk
 Jana Olivarez-Dickerson
 
City Marshal
 Christopher Soule

Fire Chief
 Patrick Casey

City Treasurer
 Linda Martinovich

Building Official
  Paul Loving

Director of
Public Works
 Ed Layton

City Attorney
 C. Robert Buckley

Municipal Judge
 Garry L. Helm

Municipal Court Clerk
 Cassie Williams

Officers Recognized for Life Saving Actions

From left: Victor Contreras, Chief Chris Soule, and Mark Mika

Dollar General is in the process 
of establishing an 8,000 square-foot 
store on the western edge of Sugar 
Creek.

The company plans a March 
opening with about a dozen new 
employees.

The store, located at 10514 E. U.S. 
Highway 24, is unique to the chain 
in that an existing building has 
been gutted and they are rebuild-
ing the interior of the shell that 
remains, said Paul Loving, Sugar 
Creek Building Official. Usually the 
company levels any existing struc-
tures and constructs a new building 
at a chosen site, he said.

Originally built in the 1940s as 
an A&P grocery store, the building 
has more recently housed Piggy’s 

Market, which opened as a grocery 
store and later became a liquor 
store.

Construction started in late-Octo-
ber. Talk about the store began in 

July 2014 with the City, said Loving, 
but went quiet for about a year 
when in July of this year the com-

Former Grocery Store To Be Dollar General

––– See “Dollar General Store” 
on page 3
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 Inspiration: the pro-
cess of being mentally 
stimulated to do or feel 
something, especially 
to do something cre-
ative. The excitement 

of the mind or emotions to a high level of 
feeling or activity. Parents have the abil-
ity to provide inspiration. Teachers have 
the ability to provide inspiration. Certain 
political leaders possess these abilities. 
Are we not all teachers in some manner or 
another? Inspiration can be provided to a 
group, which can inspire each other even 
more. The more a group becomes inspired, 
the more they will share those feelings and 
emotions to result in creativeness. The 
right person can start an idea, share the 
enthusiasm with others, and before long, 
the whole town is benefiting. This is what 
City Hall is doing. Providing inspiration on 
a variety of projects, letting our department 
heads, employees and citizens share in the 
creativeness, and our town is benefiting.

Are you inspiring others? People tend to 
share more during the holiday season. This 
year share your time. Gifts come in many 

wrappers, some can be necessary staples 
that make life easier for others and some 
are fun, seemingly frivolous materialistic 
items. All may serve a purpose. I sug-
gest the most valuable gift you can give 
another is a good example. Our town is 
fortunate to have several organizations that 
are dedicated to helping the community. 
Organizations such as the CCRC, Churches, 
Fraternal Order of Eagles, Moose Lodge, 
Optimist Club, School organizations, Sugar 
Creek Business and Civic Club and VFW. 
Their members provide countless hours of 
service, especially this time of the year. As 

Mayor, I am very proud of these organiza-
tions and their members. If you ever lack 
for inspiration, just go to one of their meet-
ings. You will be filled with inspiration, 
excitement and emotion!

So, whether it is City Hall or one of our 
community service organizations, please 
allow yourself to become inspired. Give 
a gift to the community by being a good 
example. Then share your excitement and 
enthusiasm to help Sugar Creek grow!

 Sugar Creek is going places.
Thank you, 

Mayor Matt Mallinson

Thank you to the following sponsors for their
support during the events in 2015:
• Central Bank of the Midwest
•	Sugar	Creek	Fair	and	Festival	Board
•	Gunter	Construction	Company
•	Bob	&	Jake	Welch
•	Republic	Services
•	Andrea	Welch,	Attorney	at	Law
•	Morgan	Jacobs	Contracting
•	Central	Plains	Cement	Company
•	Quicksilver	Ready	Mix
•	Talon	Concrete	&	Aggregates.

Also,	thanks	goes	to	these	organizations:
• Moose	Lodge
•	Optimist	Club
•	St.	Cyril’s	Altar	&	Rosary	Society
•	God’s	Love	Ministries
•	United	Methodist	Church
•	Sugar	Creek	Business	&	Civic	Club
•	Sugar	Creek	Public	Works
•	Sugar	Creek	City	Hall
•	Sugar	Creek	Police	and	Fire	Departments
•	Sugar	Creek	Parks	and	Recreation	Advisory	
	 Committee
•	All	the	volunteers	of	the	City

Without	their	support,	the	Slavic	Festival,	the	July	4th	Concert	and	Fireworks,	the	Family	Fall	Fun	Fest,	
and	the	Mayor	Tree	Lighting	community	events	would	not	have	been	a	success.



Public Works
CHRISTMAS TREE PICKUP– Public Works Department will 

be picking up Christmas trees on January 7 and 8. To recycle your 
Christmas tree, please make sure all decorating trim is removed from 
the tree, and place by the street curb for easy access.

CURBSIDE RECYCLING– Notice: On snowy days recycling will 
not be picked up. All recycling that is placed out on snowy/bad 
weather days will be picked up and thrown in the refuse truck. If 
you have any questions please contact Public Works.

Cardboard boxes are required to be “broken” down when placed 
in the recycling bins, both curbside and drop off.  This saves time for 
our crews, and space in the recycling trailer.

SNOW REMOVAL PROGRAM– In years past, it has not been 
uncommon for residents to experience narrow plowed paths or par-
tially cleaned streets during heavy snow events. This situation in 
almost every instance is related to vehicles parked in the street area, 
and placing snow removed from their driveways in public right-of-
way.  If possible, please wait until after the plows have been through 
your street to shovel your drive.

It is not unusual to go through the freeze-thaw cycle for several 
days, before crews can return to widen the narrow paths to the street’s 
edge. While ordinary passenger vehicles can negotiate these narrow 
paths, emergency vehicles such as ambulance and Fire Department 
are unable to navigate these streets.  As we all know, response time is 
critical during an emergency.  For this reason, the department is ask-
ing residents to pay close attention to the weather forecasts for snow 
and ice events, and avoid, where possible, parking on street areas.  
This will assist snow removal crews in providing the highest level of 
snow removal service practical. 

–– Sue Mikula, Public Works Administrative Assistant

Parks & Recreation
COMMUNITY POTLUCK– The Parks and Recreation Department 

will hold its annual Community Potluck on January 12; We will pro-
vide soup; please bring a side dish or desert. The potluck will be held 
at Mike Onka Hall, and lunch will begin at 12:00 pm.

BOB ROSS OIL PAINTING CLASSES– Next class will be held 
January 16. For a fee of $35.00 you will be instructed by certified 
Bob Ross instructor Jean Libby. You will be able to take home your 

finished painting at the end of the class. 
NEW DINNER THEATER– February 20, 2016. $40.00 per person, 

price includes transportation, lunch, and production. We have limited 
amount of reserved seats you must pre register for this.

YOUTH OF THE MONTH– Open to all youth residents of Sugar 
Creek ages K-18. Nomination forms can be picked up at City Hall.

CLUB WALK– Club Walk is held at the Sugar Creek gym, Monday 
through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. For those interested 
in walking to stay in shape, keep exercising even during inclement 
weather. Eighteen times around the gym equals one mile! Periodically 
we will have rehab facilities attend to enhance our walking program.

ZUMBA CLASS– Held Monday and Wednesday, 6:00-7:00 p.m. at 
the Sugar Creek Gym. Cost of class $5.00 Please wear comfortable 
shoes and don’t forget to bring water. Certified licensed instructor 
Krystal Thompson, krystalthompson300@msn.com.

INSTRUCTIONAL YOUTH BASKETBALL– These will be for ages 
4 up to 10 years old or grades Kindergarten through 4th grade. If you 
have children interested in joining, we will have registrations avail-
able at City Hall for the Youth Sports programs. This program will 
start in January 2016.

 LITTLE PRINCESS DANCE– We will also have the registrations 
available after January 8, 2016 for the Little Princess Dance that will 
be held on February 13, 2016. We will have limited space for this 
event so don’t wait until the last minute to sign up.

 –– Connie Dickinson, Parks and Recreation Supervisor

Police Department
CHIEF’S CHAT– With the new year, let’s remember that we are in 

the middle of winter and with snow and ice on the streets, here are 
some helpful tips.

 1) If your car needs regular service, get it done now.
 2) Make sure your windshield wipers are in good shape.
 3) Keep your gas tank close to full.
 4) Make sure your windshield washer reservoir is full.
 5) Clean off your car - entirely!
 6) Slow down and take your time, give yourself time to stop
Please give yourself plenty of time to get were your going and 

watch out for the plow trucks, they are working hard to make the city 
streets safe for all.

–– Christopher Soule, Sugar Creek Police Chief
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pany wanted to put construction of the store 
on a fast track.

Originally it was hoped the store would 
open in January, but it was discovered that 
a section of the building needed some addi-
tional steel work done. The parking lot will be 
done by January and the interior work on the 
building was to begin in mid-December.

The general contractor for the store is 
one the company uses exclusively, Bradford 
Building Company, out of Birmingham, Ala.

There are seven Dollar General Stores in 
Independence, with two also being on 24 
Highway.

According to the company’s website, Dollar 
General Corporation has been delivering value 
to shoppers for more than 75 years. With more 
than 12,000 stores in 43 states, Dollar General 
is America’s largest small-box discount retailer 
by sales. In addition to high quality private 
brands, Dollar General sells products from 
America’s most-trusted manufacturers such as 
Clorox, Energizer, Procter & Gamble, Hanes, 
Coca-Cola, Mars, Unilever, Nestle, Kimberly-
Clark, Kellogg’s, General Mills, and PepsiCo.

The Dollar General Literacy Foundation 
believes learning to read and receiving a high 

school diploma or equivalent is an investment 
that opens doorways for personal, profession-
al and economic growth. The Dollar General 
Literacy Foundation – in honor of Dollar 
General’s co-founder, J.L. Turner, whom was 
functionally illiterate – is celebrating over 20 
years of funding literacy programs.

Since its inception in 1993, the Foundation 
has awarded more than $100 million to non-
profit organizations and schools that have 
helped more than 6 million individuals 
advance their literacy and basic education 
skills.

The company also supports recycling and 
other “green” efforts, as well as Toys for Tots 
and other efforts to serve others.

DOLLAR GENERAL STORE
n continued from page 1
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LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!
facebook.com/SugarCreekMO

NEIGHBORLY NEWS
Life of Casey Remembered

Carmen Renee Casey, 56, Sugar Creek, MO, passed away 
November 26, 2015.

Visitation is from 5:30-8:00 p.m., Monday, November 30, 
2015, at St. Ann’s Catholic Church, 10113 East Lexington St. 
Independence, MO. Mass of Christian Burial will be at 10:00 
a.m., Tuesday December 1, at St. Ann’s Catholic Church. 
Interment will follow in Mound Grove Cemetery. The family 
suggests contributions to St. Ann’s Church Altar Society. 

Carmen was born April 15, 1959, to Irvin and Hazel (Wilson) 
Jones in Independence, MO; they preceded her in death as well 
as one brother, Ronald D. Jones.

Survivors include her husband of 34 years, Patrick Casey; 
daughter, McKenzie Casey; beloved dog, Maggie Moo; brother, 
Mark Jones (Shelli); sisters, Brenda Vote (Richard), Cheryl 
Brown (Roger), Jennifer Atkinson (Joe), and many nieces, 
nephews relatives and friends.

 At the library...
JANUARY 2016

n computer classes
Computer Basics– Tuesday, January 

5 at 11:00 a.m. Learn more about getting 
around on your computer in this class, which 

offers insights into hardware and software components.
Internet Basics– Tuesday, January 12 at 11:00 a.m. Learn 

what the Internet and your Internet browser can do for you! This 
class concentrates on the basics of online searches.

E-Mail Basics– Tuesday, January 19 at 11:00 a.m. Sign up for 
a free e-mail account and follow along this tutorial teaches the 
ins and outs of sending and receiving email, as well as how to 
organize your messages.

Facebook Basics– Tuesday, January 26 at 11:00 a.m. What on 
earth is a Facebook and what am I supposed to do with it? Come 
to this class and find out! Facebook is a popular social network-
ing site that allows you to connect with everyone. Join us and see 
if it is right for you.

n crafts
Quilting For The People– Saturdays January 9 and Saturday, 

January 23 at 1:00 p.m. This bi-weekly class at Sugar Creek of-
fers many options for all levels of quilters. Bring a project, start 
a project, or come to learn something new. Class is every other 
Saturday at the Sugar Creek Library. Call Nancy at 816-252-3344 
for more information.

n book clubs
After Lunch Book Club– Thursday, January 14 and Thursday, 

January 28 at 1:30 p.m. Join us for an After Lunch Book Club 
at the Sugar Creek Branch Library as we read and discuss great 
books. Discussions moderated by Christy Tapko.

Fairmount Community Center Book Group– Wednesday, 
January 27 at 12:15 p.m. Join us at the Fairmount Community 
Center. Books are provided by the Sugar Creek Branch Library. 
Discussions moderated by Mary Roberson.

LIBRARY HOURS:
Monday - Thursday ........... 12 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Friday and Saturday ........... 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday ................................................... Closed

PLEASE BE SURE TO NOTE:
The Sugar Creek Branch Library will be closed on

Friday, January 1 for New Year’s Day and
Monday, January 18 for Martin Luther King Day.

The Abraham Mallinson Elementary School PTA 

would like to thank all of our vendors, the Sugar 

Creek Optimist Club, and our volunteers for their 

hard work in making our Annual Breakfast with 

Santa and Winter Craft Fair a success!

We would also like to thank our students,

parents, and community members for

attending our event!

Our next PTA meeting will be held on

January 12, 2016 at 4:30pm. Community

members are welcome to attend, however you 

must be a member to vote.

Thank you for your continued support in making 

our school community a positive place for our 

students to grow and reach their full potential.
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