
Valerie Soule will be honored as 
Sugar Creek’s Truman Heartland 
Community Foundation 2015 Citizen 
of the Year. She is to be honored 
at the Truman Heartland Gala on 
Saturday, Sept. 12.

“I am truly humbled, honored 
and excited that I was chosen for 
Citizen of the Year, and it makes me 
want to be even more active in my 
community and in helping others,” 
said Soule.

Valerie Soule is the owner of Kross 
Lounge and Ernie’s Steakhouse 
Restaurant in Sugar Creek. She was 
employed at Kross Lounge for nine 
years before purchasing the business 
in 2004.

Since owning the business, Soule 
has hosted numerous fundraisers 
for the Sugar Creek Citizens Civic 
Relief Council, Wounded Warriors, 
and several citizens that had fallen 
on hard times.

She has adopted numerous fami-
lies at Christmas from our school 
community and gives back to the 
community with her donations to 
Sugar Creek’s elementary schools, 
Van Horn High School theatre pro-
gram. As a 1990 graduate of William 
Chrisman High School, she is a 
member of the William Chrisman 
booster club, and donates to numer-
ous other organizations, as well.

“I grew up in Independence, but 
after working in Sugar Creek and 
meeting my husband, Chris – who is 
a native of Sugar Creek – I decided 
to call it home and we purchased 
our house in Sugar Creek in 2000.

Soule also volunteers cooking 
for the annual Sugar Creek Slavic 
Festival.

“I absolutely enjoy learning from 
Aimee Worley all of her techniques!” 
she said of the experience.

Soule’s interest in making Sugar 
Creek a destination for all visitors 
shows in her involvement with the 
Sterling corridor and the beautifica-
tion of the City. She enjoys helping 
Kansas City-area residents to see 
what Sugar Creek has to offer, which 
helps increase the small business 
customer base and revenue.

“I come up with ideas and plans 
to beautify and modernize our city,” 
she said.

Her dedication to the community 
is an example of how an individual 
that volunteers is an inspiration for 
others in the community.

“I enjoy being able to help others 
and my City. If there is a will, I’ll 

do my best to find a way to help 
in whatever way it may be. I love 
being active in fundraisers, whether 
it’s a local club, children’s sport 
team, a citizen down on their luck, 
wounded warrior, or a child with 
cancer. I’m a true believer of paying 
it forward. Many people have helped 
me over the years and I can only do 
the same,” she said.

Soule is married to Sugar Creek 
Police Chief Chris Soule, and is 
the mother of two sons, Blake and 
Hunter.

The Mayor, the Board of Aldermen 
are proud to have Valerie Soule as a 
premiere citizen of the City of Sugar 
Creek, Missouri.
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First, I want to thank 
and congratulate every-
one for the fun and 
successful Truman Cup 
Bike Race, another 
great event bringing 

more people into our city. I have posted 
pictures of the event on my new Face Book 
page, Mayor Matt Mallinson. I encourage 
you to like as I will be posting many more 
important city functions and updates.

As a result of city meetings and requests, 
we are progressing with gathering informa-
tion and creating a plan for an Historic 
Business District.

I recently attended the Missouri Main 
Street Conference, spending two days on 
this subject alone. What’s the big deal? 
They are only a bunch of old brick build-
ings? That is a correct statement, they are 
a bunch of old brick buildings! These old 
buildings represent a large part of our city’s 
history, and with proper planning will be a 
large part of our city’s future. This could 
be an extremely valuable part of our city 
shortly. Many of the owners have expressed 
interest in an overall ‘game plan’ for what 

would work best in our community.
Picture this; an ice cream/sandwich/

coffee shop, a brew pub, specialty clothing 
stores, outside eating areas, all on ‘Main 
Street’. Can it happen? It certainly cannot if 
we do not think about it. We have a larger 
downtown than many of the cities that 
have already created successful Main Street 
Business Districts.

One of the classes encouraged having 
a farmer’s market in the center of down-
town. Having this acts as an incubator 
and encourages new businesses in empty 

buildings with locally owned shops and 
restaurants. Having sidewalk chalk events, 
concerts, food festivals, are all ideas that 
promote growth and community.

I encourage you to share your stories of 
Sugar Creek’s history, downtown and it’s 
buildings. Even if your building is just over 
50 years old, it could be considered histor-
ic. Email me your stories, I will read every 
one. mmallinson@sugar-creek.mo.us

Sugar Creek is going places!
Thank you, 

Mayor Matt Mallinson

On July 25, 2015, approximately 170 racers from eight different states 
and throughout Missouri and Kansas competed in the Sugar Creek 
Circuit Race, the first stage of the 2nd Annual Truman Cup. 

There were six races which featured competitors ranging from only 
nine to over 65 years of age. The races were also categorized based on 
gender and experience with first year racers competing as well as those 
who have raced competitively nationally for many years.

The weather was extremely hot, reaching the mid 90’s by the time 
the last race of the day began. The circuit course included racing up the 
unrelenting Kentucky Road each and every lap, a 1½ mile climb with 
an average grade of more than 4%.

This climb took the racers onto River Blvd. which ultimately led 
them down a technical decent along Mallinson, with participants 
reaching speeds of more than 40 mph before crossing the start/finish 
line near Mike Onka Hall. Depending on the race, the participants com-

pleted between 3 and 7 laps of this challenging 4-mile circuit course. 
The Truman Cup is part of the 2015 Kansas Bicycle Racing 

Association Series and featured a prize purse of approximately $3,000 
for the top finishers to split.

Some of the local corporate sponsors who contributed to the purse 
include Alloy Wheel Repairs Specialists, Republic Services, Williams & 
Campo P.C., and Mallinson Vineyard and Hall. Cable Dahmer Chevrolet 
provided a lead vehicle to assist in safely guiding the racers along the 
partially closed course. 

The City of Sugar Creek assisted the host team, Jacomo Racing, 
in organizing the event. The racers moved on to the Independence 
Square the following day to compete in a criterium style race and saw 
an equally large field of participants. The positive feedback from racers 
and spectators will likely lead to a return of the race in the summer 
of 2016.

Approximately 170 Take Part in Annual Truman Cup



Public Works
EXTRA BULKY REFUSE PICKUP– The next extra refuse pickup 

will begin on October 5.   It normally takes 4 to 5 days for the entire 
city to be picked up, please be patient with our crews. Refuse must be 
out by 7:00 a.m. on Monday October 5, but not more than 72 hours 
prior to that time. Extra refuse is defined as; items of refuse which are 
not banned from landfills, and are too large to be loaded in the solid 
waste collection vehicles.  

REFUSE– Please remember that the weight limit for containers is 
65 pounds.  If your refuse is not picked up as usual, please check it, 
there is a reason it was left, a tag will be on the container.

KNOW YOUR ROOTS– When European settlers arrived in the 
Kansas City area, the natural landscape looked significantly differ-
ent than it does today. Sweeping prairies and oak savannas covered 
almost 90 percent of the land, while hardwood forests and wetlands 
made up the remaining 10 percent. Today, prairies make up only 2 
percent of the region’s land.

The Kansas City area has grown from a small settlement on the 
banks of the Missouri river into a major center of commerce, industry 
and transportation. Urban development practices continue to alter the 
natural landscape that historically defined our region. The design of 
new roads and rooftops, and the introduction of non-native species 
of plants, grasses and flowers reduces nature’s ability to absorb rain 
water, increasing stormwater runoff that pollutes our streams, lakes 
and rivers.

What’s the problem? The dense clay soils in our region make it 
difficult for water to soak into the ground quickly. Native plants have 
deeper root systems that substantially increase the ability of soil to 
absorb and retain water. As natural vegetation is replaced with popu-
lar turf grasses, less stormwater is absorbed into the ground, leading 
to more stormwater runoff and water pollution.

What can you do? Landscaping with native plants is a great way to 
reduce the amount of run off that leaves your property. Native plants 
are trees, shrubs, flowers, grasses, ferns and other plants that origi-
nate and evolve in a region over time. These plants adapt to local cli-
mate and ecological conditions. Native plants have deep roots which 
can penetrate the native soil to depths of up to 16 feet! During the 
dry summer months native root systems reach deep into the ground 
to find water, which is why native plants are more drought resistant 
than non-natives.

Native plants are low maintenance. Native plants require very 
little maintenance because they have evolved and adapted natural 
defenses to local conditions such as drought, nutrient-poor soil, 
winter conditions, disease and insects which can be problematic to 
non-native species. This means that natives save residents time and 
money because they require little or no lawn chemicals and less irri-
gation than non-native plants.

Native plants reduce stormwater runoff. Attractive and easy-to-
maintain landscaping features can reduce the amount of runoff from 
roofs and lawns. Downspouts can be redirected to help irrigate rain 
gardens — shallow depressions planted with native plants specifically 
adapted to wet conditions. Rain gardens are a great way to help runoff 
soak into the ground.

Another way to improve your property’s ability to absorb runoff 
is by reducing the amount of turf grass, and replacing it with larger 
garden beds which include native plants. A typical lawn absorbs only 
10 percent of the amount of stormwater that a natural landscape can 

absorb. Native plant gardens will also bring more native songbirds 
and butterflies to your yard.

Native landscaping enhances communities. Local communi-
ties spend a lot of time and money maintaining parks, roadways 
and medians. Planting native plants along roadways, medians or in 
appropriate park lands can drastically reduce maintenance costs and 
improve air and water quality.

–– Sue Mikula, Public Works Administrative Assistant

Parks & Recreation
COMMUNITY POTLUCK– The Parks and Recreation Department 

will hold its annual Community Potluck on September 8; We will 
provide fried chicken; please bring a side dish or desert. The potluck 
will be held at Mike Onka Hall, and lunch will begin at 12:00 pm.

INSTRUCTIONAL YOUTH FLAG FOOTBALL– These will be for 
ages 4 up to 10 years old or grades Kindergarten through the 4th 
grade. If you have children interested in joining, we will have registra-
tions available at City Hall for the Youth Sports programs.

BOB ROSS OIL PAINTING CLASSES– Next class will be held 
September 19. For a fee of $35.00 you will be instructed by certified 
Bob Ross instructor Jean Libby. You will be able to take home your 
finished painting at the end of the class. 

CITY WIDE GARAGE SALES– This is a FREE event to participate 
in. You will not need to have a special permit for the City Wide Garage 
Sales held on September 11 and 12. You will be responsible for your 
own advertising. Any advertising you do must not be placed on any 
utility pole within the city limits. Signage must be placed on private 
property only and must be removed at the end of the sale on Saturday 
September 12. Sale hours shall be from 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

YOUTH OF THE MONTH– Open to all youth residents of Sugar 
Creek ages kindergarten-18. Nomination forms can be picked up at 
City Hall.

FALL CRAFT FAIR– This will be held at the Sugar Creek Gym, 
11232 Chicago, on November 14 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. If you 
have a craft item and would like to sell your products, please contact 
the Parks and Recreation Department for more information.

YARD BEAUTIFICATION PROGRAM– The purpose of the of the 
Yard Beautification Program is to maintain and improve the appear-
ance of our community by promoting well-manicured yards. The 
winners will receive a YARD BEAUTIFICATION sign to display in 
their yard for two weeks. A picture of the winning yard will be posted 
on the City website and an award will be presented to the winner 
at a city council meeting. Winners will also be posted on the City’s 
FaceBook page. Every effort will be made to rotate the winners among 
the entire city. All homeowners and renters are invited to participate. 
There will also be a second and third place winner, and they will be 
eligible to receive the first place award at a later time. The beautifica-
tion first place award can only be won once a year.

 –– Connie Dickinson, Parks and Recreation Supervisor

NEWS FROM CITY DEPARTMENTS
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PLEASE NOTE:
The residential sewer customers will have their annual sewer bill adjustment 

reflected on their July bill. The July 2015, bill will be mailed out at the end of August 
2015. This will be the customer’s new sewer rate for the next year. The sewer bill is 

adjusted based on an average of the customers six month winter water usage.
–– Marlin Gonzalez, Utility Clerk 
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NOTICE FOR ALL RESIDENTS: 
CITYWIDE PUBLIC HEARING
The Sugar Creek Planning Commission will 
be holding a Public Hearing on Tuesday, 

September 8, 2015 to consider the
possibility of amending certain

agricultural restrictions in Single Family 
Residential Districts (R-1, Section 11 of the 

Sugar Creek Zoning Ordinance).
Discussion topics will include chickens, 

bees, and vegetable gardens in the front 
yard setback area. The meeting will be held 
in the Sugar Creek Council Chambers at 103 

S. Sterling, beginning at 7:00 p.m. Public 
comment/testimony is welcome.

A copy of Section 11 can be obtained at 
Sugar Creek City Hall.

We’re still having fun and youre still the one!  
From your adoring family who knows you are 

both still crazy after all these years
Happy 60th Anniversary

We love you just the way you are!!!!

BOB & JAKE WELCH
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LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!
facebook.com/SugarCreekMO

 At the library...
SEPTEMBER 2015

n computer classes
Computer Basics– Tuesday, Sept. 1 at 

11:00 a.m. Learn more about getting around 
on your computer in this class, which offers 

insights into hardware and software components.
Internet Basics– Tuesday, Sept. 8 at 11:00 a.m. Learn what 

the Internet and your Internet browser can do for you! This class 
concentrates on the basics of online searches.

E-Mail Basics– Tuesday, Sept. 15 at 11:00 a.m. Sign up for a 
free e-mail account and follow along this tutorial teaches the ins 
and outs of sending and receiving email, as well as how to orga-
nize your messages.

Computer Basics– Tuesday, Sept. 22 at 11:00 a.m. Learn more 
about getting around on your computer in this class, which offers 
insights into hardware and software components.

Google Docs– Tuesday, Sept. 29 at 11:00 a.m. Stop relying on 
email attachments and multiple documents! Discover Google 
Docs and how it can help you and your colleagues collaborate, 
share, and store multiple documents in one convenient place.

n crafts
Quilting For The People– Saturdays, Sept. 12 and Sept. 26 at 

1:00 p.m. This bi-weekly class at Sugar Creek offers many options 
for all levels of quilters. Bring a project, start a project, or come to 
learn something new. Class is every other Saturday at the Sugar 
Creek Library. Call Nancy at 816-252-3344 for more information.

n children and teen activities
Family Story Time– Wednesdays, Sept. 9 and Sept. 23 at 4:00 

p.m. Join us for our Family Story Time, bring a friend, listen to a 
few stories, and make a craft.

Teen Creek After Hours– Friday, Sept. 4 from 5:00 p.m. until 
7:00 p.m. Be creative. Be loud. Be here! The Sugar Creek Library 
stays open late for teens only. Come and hang out – play on the 
computers, watch a movie, or just meet up with friends. Food and 
noise allowed!

n book clubs
After Lunch Book Club– Thursdays, Sept. 13 and Sept. 24 at 

1:30 p.m. Join us for an After Lunch Book Club at the Sugar Creek 
Branch Library as we read and discuss great books. Discussions 
moderated by Christy Tapko.

Fairmount Community Center Book Group– Wednesday, 
Sept. 23 at 12:15 p.m. Join us at the Fairmount Community Cen-
ter. Books are provided by the Sugar Creek Branch Library. Dis-
cussions moderated by Mary Roberson.

Sugar Creek Remembers Former 
City Marshal/Chief of Police

Leslie Earle Conner, 78, Sugar Creek, MO., passed away 
peacefully at his home July 28, 2015.

Earle was born Dec. 18, 1936, in 
Independence, KS.

His wife and best friend, Marjorie, 
of 53 years preceded him in death, as 
well as three sisters and two brothers.

He leaves behind his loving son 
Brian Conner (Buck) his loving 
wife Brenda (Ms. B) and his lov-
ing Granddaughter Blake (Mookie) of 
Lees Summit, MO. Earle, the son of 
Daniel and Lucile Conner, dedicated 
his life to his family, his country, 
state and the community of Sugar 
Creek MO.

He attended Independence High School in Independence, KS 
and was a graduate of Central Missouri State University (CMU) 
with a degree in criminal justice administration. Served in the 
United States Naval Reserves for 8 years. Worked as a paper 
salesman for Butler Paper Co. from 1956-1967. Started work-
ing for the City of Sugar Creek in 1955 at the newly opened 
swimming pool as a life guard. Joined the police department 
in 1962 as a reserve police officer and municipal court clerk. 
Earle became a full time officer in 1967. He was elected chief 
in 1969 along with fire chief duties in 1988, 31 years as police 
chief and 12 years as fire chief. Earle graduated from the F.B.I. 
Academy’s 118th session in 1979. Played major roles in the 
forming the Kansas City Metropolitan Metro Squad and the 
Jackson County Drug Task Force during his 31 years of service.

He was active in the following organizations associated 
with the city of Sugar Creek: Member of the International 
Association of Chiefs of Police, past President of the Missouri 
Police Chiefs Association, past President of the Kansas City 
Area Metropolitan Police Chiefs and Sheriff’s Association, 
Past Chairman, Board of Directors – Jackson County Drug 
Enforcement Task Force. President, Vice President, Secretary/
Treasure of the Kansas-Western Missouri- F.B.I. National 
Academy Associates. The National Secretary Treasurer of 
the F.B.I. National Academy Graduates. Earle was named 
the Police Officer of the Year in 1981 by the Kansas City 
Metropolitan Police Chiefs and Sheriff’s Association. Also 
received the Clarence M. Kelly Meritorious Service Award 
from the F.B.I. National Academy Associates in 2002. He also 
received the Citizen of the year award in 2004 from the Truman 
Heartland Community Foundation. After retiring in 2002 Earle 
purchased Binger Shaw Auctioneers and begun “Slinging Bids” 
Earle loved a good auction. Earle’s Hobbies included Fishing at 
Bennett Springs, Bass fishing at Pomme de Terre and El Salto 
in Mexico. He loved spending time with his family and a good 
softball game.

In lieu of flowers, the family suggest contributions be made 
to the Missouri Peace Officers Foundation Scholarship Fund at 
618 SE 4th St., Lee’s Summit, MO 64063 and Village Hospice at 
1001 NW Chipman Road, Lee’s Summit, MO 64081. A special 
thanks to Caregivers Celia Parker and Michelle McKeever.

NEIGHBORLY NEWS

PLEASE NOTE:
The Sugar Creek Branch Library will be CLOSED 

Monday, Sept. 7 for the Labor Day Holiday
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