
Sugar Creek’s Memorial Veterans 
of Foreign Wars Post 3976 does a 
variety of projects and community 
events through out the year to keep 
the memory of service and current 
needs of military veterans in the 
public’s eye.

The post will lead the 76th annu-
al Fourth of July Parade, the lon-
gest continually running parade 
in Missouri, with its honor guard. 
Following that will be the Ladies’ 
Auxiliary carrying the flags of the 
Army, Navy, Marines and Air Force. 
After that the post sponsors a patri-
otic themed float.

This year’s parade will begin at 11 
a.m., Saturday, July 4.

The post also conducts a Memorial 
Day program at Sugar Creek 
Memorial Garden on Kentucky. 
Post members read the names of 
Sugar Creek veterans who have died 
while on active duty and the police 
department offers a 21-gun salute. 
Also participating in this program 
is American Legion Post 340, the 
Mayor, Fire Department, City of 
Sugar Creek and the Business & 
Civic Club.

Coming up in August is the annu-
al Hog Roast and Bike Show, with 
the proceeds going to a veteran pro-
gram such as the Wounded Warrior 
Program or the Generation of 
Heroes’ Ranch in southern Missouri.

On Sept. 17 will be the POW/MIA 
recognition program, when prison-
ers of war and those who are still 
missing in military action are recog-
nized. The public is invited to attend 
this event.

They also work closely with the 
1229th Infantry National Guard 
Armory at 23rd and Crysler, spon-
soring the Children’s’ Christmas 
Party and donating food to various 

dinners.
Other activities include: donating 

toiletries to Benilde Hall; adopting 
families at Christmas; offering a 
variety of donations to the Veterans 
Administration Hospital in Kansas 
City; donating to Operation Uplink, 
which pays for soldiers phone calls 
to home; donations to Unmet Needs, 

which assists families of active ser-
vice persons.

The Post also sponsors American-
ism programs at schools — provid-
ing flags, buddy poppies and speak-
ers — and writing contests such as 
Voice of Democracy and Patriot’s 
Pen, as well as the Young American 
Patriotic Art contest.
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When someone is 
on a trek to culminate 
a project and hits an 
obstacle they have 5 
choices.

1) Turn around and 
go back to where they started from.

2) Stop where they are and go no further.
3) Go around the obstacle.
4) Go over the obstacle.
5) Go through the obstacle.
The first two choices I deem as ‘giving 

up’ and I do not participate in this form of 
action. If a project has been determined 
to be worthy, then I feel options 3, 4 
and 5 are the only valid choices. 
The size of the obstacle will 
dictate which choice is best, 
or if a combination of the 
three is more appropriate.

To go around an obstacle 
means one may have to learn a 
new direction. When changing direc-
tions, one must be ready to embrace 
what is not seen and be willing to adapt 

to the new terrain. This path may want to 
lead off track, so one must keep sight of 
the desired end result. When this happens, 
the culminated project may not be exactly 
what was expected. Adaptation produces 
change.

To go over an obstacle means one may 
have to find a way to bury that problem. 
Is it worth the effort to dig the hole for 
the obstacle to fall into? How much time 
is needed to make this happen? Once the 
issue is buried, will it surface again? Does 
anything really ever stayed buried? Most 

large obstacles have the propensity to 
re-submerge at the most inopportune 

time. This may be the riskiest of 
the 5 choices.

Another option may be to 
put one’s shoulder straight 

out and shove one’s way 
directly through the obstacle. 

Muscle over directional change. 
Smartest choice? Probably not. This 

method may not take as much thinking, 
but at least the unchanged end result is 

still in vision. This is the method that can 
break ones shoulders, and one’s spirit. This 
may be the last resort, or it may open the 
obstacle enough to allow a combination of 
3, 4 and 5 to be used.

Adapt, adopt and change. Most major 
projects will have obstacles. If approached 
properly, obstacles can turn into opportuni-
ties. Adapt to the new environment, adopt 
a new concept, and change what needs to 
be changed to reach ones goals. Whether 
one determines that changing the direc-
tion and altering the course is best, that 
the obstacle can be buried or that one has 
strong enough shoulders to bull one’s way 
directly through is to be evaluated care-
fully. We can all think of several projects 
in our city that are full of obstacles. Some 
projects may have so many obstacles that 
the end result may not look much like the 
original project.

In all aspects, Sugar Creek is going 
places!

Thank you, 
Mayor Matt Mallinson

Kross Lounge and Restaurant is celebrating their 70th 
anniversary this year. Established in 1945 Kross’ is located at 
605 N. Sterling in a century old two-story brick building that 
previously housed a barber shop, grocery store and pool hall. 

Kross Lounge is often called “The Institution” of Sugar 
Creek as it is a regular meeting place for locals. The bar is 

decorated in nostalgic memorabilia including an old 
boat that has been transformed into an ice cooler that 
holds the coldest beer in town. An extensive menu of 
home-style comfort foods such as homemade tender-
loins, chicken fried steaks, hamburgers, fried chicken, 
livers, gizzards and whole catfish is offered. Carry out 
and catering is available and reservations are accepted 
for parties up to 50.

Recently the restaurant was made non-smoking and 
the bar remained smoking to help please all of their 
customers. Owner Valerie Soule said “we have had 

the great pleasure of serving many 
customers over the years from 
Sugar Creek, surrounding cities, 
states and even as far as Germany 
and Great Britain.”

In the upcoming months Kross’ 
will be having 70th anniversary 
specials and events and invites 
you to friend them on Facebook 
at “Ernie Kross” for all updates or 
call 816-254-9494.

business          spotlight KROSS
LOUNGE AND 
RESTAURANT



Public Works
2014 ANNUAL WATER QUALITY REPORT– The 2014 Consumer 

Confidence - Annual Water Quality Report for the City of Sugar Creek 
will NOT be mailed to each individual customer but is available 
online at http://www.dnr.mo.gov/ccr/MO1010773.pdf

A copy of the report can be requested at City Hall and Public Works 
building. This report is intended to provide you with important infor-
mation about your drinking water and the efforts made to provide 
safe drinking water.

If there are any questions regarding this report please feel free to 
contact Public Works 252-4413

LANDFILL PERMITS– All residents must show proof of residency 
when obtaining a landfill permit. A copy of your most current city 
utility bill.

STREET LIGHTS– Report a street light that is not working.  Please 
have the pole numbers that are on the pole and approximate address 
of the pole.  Call Public Works at 252-4413.

CURBSIDE RECYCLING INFORMATION– Items to recycle include 
tin cans, newspapers, plastic #1–#7, cardboard, chip board (cereal box 
type), white paper, metal and aluminum cans. When placing recycling 
in bins, please remember to not place any TRASH into the bins; the 
crews come across items that are not recyclable. Household waste, 
animal waste, yardwaste, and glass are a few items that have been 
found in the bins and are NOT acceptable.

MOSQUITOS– Mosquitoes are an all too familiar summer nui-
sance. They are not only annoying, but they represent potential 
health hazards. There are positive steps that you can take to reduce 
this menace, since many generations of mosquitoes can breed right 
in your yard, you can help eliminate the potential breeding grounds 
around your home.If there are any places around your property where 
water collects, such as water-holding containers, house drains, and 
ornamental ponds. CHECK YOUR YARD & HOME...old tires, tin 
cans, bottles, jars, buckets, and other containers. Repair leaky pipes, 
outside faucets, clean clogged roof gutters and drain flat roofs.

REMINDER– City Ordinance Chapter 14, Article II, Sec 14-17, Sec 
14-18, And Sec 14-19 prohibits containers larger than 35 gallons to 
be used for storing residential household refuse. Containers shall not 
exceed more than 65 lbs, and shall have handles as a lifting device. 

–– Sue Mikula, Public Works Administrative Assistant

Parks & Recreation
COMMUNITY POTLUCK– The Parks and Recreation Department 

will hold its annual Community Potluck on July 14. We will provide a 

Salad Bar; please bring a side dish or desert. The potluck will be held 
at Mike Onka Hall, and lunch will begin at 12:00pm.

INSTRUCTIONAL YOUTH FLAG FOOTBALL– These will be for 
ages 4 up to 10 years old or grades Kindergarten through the 4th 
grade. If you have children interested in joining, we will have registra-
tions available at City Hall for the Youth Sports programs.

BOB ROSS OIL PAINTING CLASSES– Next class will be held July 
18. For a fee of $35.00 you will be instructed by certified Bob Ross 
instructor Jean Libby. You will be able to take home your finished 
painting at the end of the class. 

STARLIGHT THEATER & DINNER ON THE TOWN– Cost is $8.00 
per person. Price includes transportation and ticket to show. Dinner 
will be on your own. Limited tickets available. 

NEW DINNER THEATER– August 19; Cost is $40.00 per person. 
Price includes: transportation, lunch, and the Production of ?????? We 
have limited amount of reserved seats available. You must pre-register 
for this by July 18. 

SUGAR CREEK SHOCKERS FOOTBALL– July 12 and July 19. 
Come out and join in the fun and support your home town team. 
Home games will be at Kaw Field and start at 7:00 p.m. Admission is 
$7 per person; children 13 and under are free.

ANNUAL RED HAT DAZZLES AND DINING– July 23; held at 
Mike Onka Hall. Pre-register by July 10. Cost for luncheon is $15.00 
per person. Here you will find Red Hat chapters and guests from other 
local areas. A special presentation will be given over a delectable 
lunch, while enjoying live entertainment.

YOUTH OF THE MONTH– Open to all youth residents of Sugar 
Creek ages kindergarten-18. Nomination forms can be picked up at 
City Hall.

4TH OF JULY FIREWORKS DISPLAY– The City of Sugar Creek, 
Missouri announces the annual 4th of July Fireworks display to be 
held on Saturday, July 4th.

The fun will begin at 9:00 p.m. or at dark. The fireworks will be 
at Kaw Park 11520 Putnam. Shuttle service will be available from 
Sterling and Elizabeth Street starting at 7:00 p.m. July 4th fireworks 
are the highlight of this festive holiday to commemorate the signing 
of the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776.

Grab your blanket, pack some snacks, and be sure to arrive early to 
get a good spot on the lawn for watching the annual fireworks display 
on America’s birthday! Refreshments will be available for purchase 
at the event. 

The Citizens Civic Relief Commission (CCRC) will be accepting 
donations of canned or dry food products during the activities.

 –– Connie Dickinson, Parks and Recreation Supervisor
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SUGAR CREEK VILLAGE POST OFFICE GRAND OPENING!
In the community of Sugar Creek, MO, 8 miles outside 

of Independence, the U.S. Postal Service celebrated the 
milestone grand opening of the first Village Post Office at 
the Sugar Creek Library.

A ribbon-cutting event was held Friday, June 12 at the 
Sugar Creek Library, located at 102 S. Sterling Avenue, 
Sugar Creek, MO 64054. 

“The Village Post Office is a terrific way for businesses 
in rural America to provide their customers with conve-

nient access to postal products and services — becoming 
the ultimate convenience store,” said former Postmaster 
General Patrick Donahoe. “We’re pleased that Village Post 
Offices have become a way to extend postal access while 
supporting local businesses

Located within communities in a variety of locations — 
convenience stores, gas stations, local businesses, librar-
ies, or other government agencies — Village Post Offices 
are operated by the management of those locations. The 

Postal Service announced the concept of the Village Post 
Office in July 2011 as a way to increase access to postal 
products and services in the more rural communities 
across the nation.

Information about Village Post Offices can be found at 
www.usps.com/villagepostoffice.

The Postal Service receives no tax dollars for operating 
expenses and relies on the sale of postage, products and 
services to fund its operations.
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The City of Sugar Creek, 
Missouri announces the 

annual 4th of July Fireworks 
Display to be held on Saturday, 

July 4th. The fun will begin at 9 p.m. 
or when it gets dark. The fireworks 
will be at Kaw Park 11520 Putnam. 

July 4th fireworks are the 
highlight of this festive holiday. To 
commemorate the signing of the 

Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776. 

So grab your blanket, pack some snacks, and 
arrive early to get a good spot on the lawn 

for watching the annual fireworks display on 
America’s birthday.

The Citizens Civic Relief Commission (CCRC) 
will be accepting donations of canned or dry 

food products during the activities.



Super Hero Stories– Wednesdays, July 8 and July 22 at 4:00 p.m. 
Join us for a special Super Hero themed story time and enjoy a fun 
craft. Children of all ages are welcome!

Super Sugar Free Allstars– Thursday, July 9 at 4:00 p.m. With 
their diverse musical influences and unusual instrumentation, the 
Sugar Free All Stars blends New Orleans funk, Memphis soul, and 
Hammond organ-drenched gospel wrapped in a colorful rock’n’roll 
package. Add a touch of pop songwriting, humor, and a high-energy 
show and you’ve got the Sugar Free All Stars. Appropriate for all 
ages!

n teen activities
Teen Time– Thurdays, July 2, July 16, July 23 and July 30 at 

4:00 p.m. It’s summer, and time to get busy reading! Come to the 
library for free activities to fight summer boredom. Join us for differ-
ent crafts all month long at the library. You want to be there. 

Teen Creek After Hours– Friday, July 10 from 5:00 p.m. until 
7:00 p.m. Be creative. Be loud. Be here! The Sugar Creek Library 
stays open late for teens only. Come and hang out – play on the 
computers, watch a movie, or just meet up with friends. Food & 
noise allowed.

n book clubs
After Lunch Book Club– Thursdays, July 9 and July 23 at 1:30 

p.m. Join us for an After Lunch Book Club at the Sugar Creek Branch 
Library as we read and discuss great books. Discussions moderated 
by Christy Tapko.

Fairmount Community Center Book Group– Wednesdays, May 
13 and May 27 at 12:15 p.m. Join us at the Fairmount Community 
Center. Books are provided by the Sugar Creek Branch Library. Dis-
cussions moderated by Mary Roberson.

 At the library... 5
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n computer classes
Computer Basics– Tuesday, July 7 at 

11:00 a.m. Learn more about getting around 
on your computer in this class, which offers in-

sights into hardware and software components.
Internet Basics– Tuesday, July 14 at 11:00 a.m. Learn what the 

Internet and your Internet browser can do for you! This class concen-
trates on the basics of online searches.

E-Mail Basics– Tuesday, July 21 at 11:00 a.m. Sign up for a free 
e-mail account and follow along this tutorial teaches the ins and 
outs of sending and receiving email, as well as how to organize your 
messages.

Google Docs– Tuesday, July 28 at 11:00 a.m. Stop relying on 
email attachments and multiple documents! Discover Google Docs 
and how it can help you and your colleagues collaborate, share, and 
store multiple documents in one convenient place.

n crafts
Quilting For The People– Saturday, July 18 at 1:00 p.m. This 

bi-weekly class at Sugar Creek offers many options for all levels of 
quilters. Bring a project, start a project, or come to learn something 
new. Class is every other Saturday at the Sugar Creek Library. Call 
Nancy at 816-252-3344 for more information.

n children’s activities
Super Hero Training– Tuesdays, July 14 and July 28 at 4:00 p.m. 

Are you a Super Hero? Do you want to be one? Join us at the library 
and find out if you have what it takes to be a Super Hero! Children 12 
and under are welcome to attend this program. For more information 
call Christy at 701-3489.

PLEASE BE SURE TO NOTE:
The Sugar Creek Branch Library will be CLOSED

Saturday, July 4 for the Independence Day Holiday.

The Sterling Beautification Project, such as the planting of the flower barrels along Sterling, has begun.
This program is just the first stepping stone to many things to come for our community beautification. A pleasant community appearance 

adds to home values, helps attract business investment, and just improves the neighborhood reputation.
Research shows that beauty is one of the top three factors in creating community attachment, or loyalty, to your particular town or city. 

The barrels were provided from the city and the individuals that adopted them are responsible to maintain them throughout the season.

Flower Barrels Kick Off City Beautification Project
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