
The Sugar Creek Slavic Festival is 
gearing up for its 30th anniversary 
on June 5-6. Grammy Award nomi-
nee Alex Meixner returns this year 
to headline the event, along with 
performances by the Sugar Creek 
Kolo Kids, Ethnic Dance Troupe, 
Tamburitzans, Hrvatski Obi�aj, vil-
lage musicians and more. All ages 
welcome, plus there’s an area for 
kids to play.

The 30th anniversary of the Slavic 
Festival has something to offer for 
everyone. Experience traditional 
Slavic food such as sarma, kielbasa 
and Croatian potato salad. Sample 
haluski kapusta, a Slovak dish of 
noodles and cabbage fried with 
bacon and butter. Then feed your 
sweet tooth with povitica, kolache 
and strudel. Adults can enjoy a 
cold beer, while children can enjoy 
refreshing soda. You can also par-
ticipate in the annual sausage-eating 
contest, sponsored by Peter May’s 
House of Kielbasa.

For more information visit 
slavicfest.com/participate 

Festival organizer Debbie Ray says 
the Slavic Festival is a celebration 
of the rich Slavic traditions and 
culture she and many others grew 
up with. “Kielbasa, polka dance and 

tamburitza have been a part Sugar 
Creek since families settled here,” 
Ray said. “We have exciting things 
planned to help festival fans join 
us in celebrating our 30th anniver-
sary. We make sure to highlight the 
uniqueness of Slavic culture, while 
providing worthwhile entertainment 
to attract visitors year after year.” 

The financial success of the fes-
tival has made a major impact on 

Sugar Creek with close to $200,000 
donated to community projects over 
the years by the Fair & Festival 
Board. It’s an effort aided by spon-
sorships from businesses and indi-
viduals as part of the Community 
Arts program.

For more information visit 
slavicfest.com
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Slavic Festival Gears Up For Its 30th Year!

––– See “Slavic Fest Celebrates 
30 Years” page 4
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The following was 
published in the Cass 
County Democrat, 
January 1938

“Being mayor of a 
town—any town—is 

not a sinecure. When one is elected to the 
office he immediately becomes a buffer, a 
shock absorber. He not only is police judge 
(if the town’s ordinances do not provide 
for the election of one”, but he receives the 
majority of complaints from all persons who 
believe the town is not being “run right.”  
Complaints come from all sources, and in 
addition the mayor is besieged by transients 
in difficulty, besides a hundred other things 
that are called to his attention.  It is a quasi-
judicial position and vastly different in cit-
ies of the fourth class than in metropolises.  
Familiar with the town’s ordinances, and 
above all he is supposed to possess an even 
temperament at all times.”

Knowing history allows us to progress 
into the future. The above written is not an 
exaggeration or out of date.  At first glance, 

one would 
wonder why 
anyone would 
want to be an 
elected Alderman 
or Mayor? Certainly 
not for the small 
annual stipend 
offered.

There must 
be other rea-
sons. Reasons 
of paternal or mater-
nal instincts. Reasons 
of wanting to help our 
city prosper. Reasons 
of wanting to do what 
is best for our town.  Patriotism, respon-
sibility, pride.A bright future for our chil-
dren’s children in hopes they will too 
choose to make our home their home.

Every one of our elected officials are, 
in my opinion, working toward common 
goals of what is best for our citizens and 
our city as a whole. 

Sugar Creek, like all other towns, 
has always had it’s struggles. It 
is expected of us to find ways 

to lessen our financial bur-
dens rather than 
increase them.
We all want as 

many modern 
conveniences 

as possible. 
We gladly accept 
these respon-
sibilities, and 

more.There is 
no glamour in 
‘Mayoralty’ or 

‘Aldermanalty.’
In fact, a large 

amount of grief often is attached to the 
titles. When you have the opportunity, 
please thank them for looking after our 
best interests. This is our home.

Sugar Creek is going places!
Thank you, 

Mayor Matt Mallinson

We all are aware that every citizen has the 
responsibility to keep residential neighbor-
hoods clean and attractive. Therefore, the City 
has adopted codes and ordinances addressing 
the exterior maintenance of homes and acces-
sory structures.

The effect of poor property maintenance 
at any location can bring a negative image to 
our entire community, 
to any visitor, to any 
investor, and to poten-
tial home buyers or 
renters.

Our driveways are 
part of the equation 
that makes any neigh-
borhood attractive. 
To that end, in April 
2001 The City Zoning 
Ordinance was amended by updating regula-
tions concerning driveways and the follow-
ing statement was inserted into Section 29; 
“Paving: All parking spaces required under the 
provisions of this Section shall be constructed 
with a sealed surface pavement and main-
tained in a manner that no dust will result 
from continued use.”

Comments at several recent City Council 
meetings indicate that there may be a general 
lack of knowledge or understanding about 

this parking regulation and how it is applied. 
Here is the way the Building and Police 
Departments enforce this regulation.

If you have a driveway that existed as gravel 
before April 2001 and it has been continually 
maintained as gravel, it is considered to be 
“Grandfathered In.” In other words, if vegeta-
tive growth has not overtaken the driveway 

and if it has been prop-
erly maintained as a 
gravel drive so that that 
it has not become a 
muddy distraction, the 
gravel drive can contin-
ue to exist and even be 
improved with gravel.

However, beginning 
in April 2001 any new 
construction of a drive-

way OR expansion of an existing gravel drive-
way or parking area MUST be by construction 
consisting of a “sealed surface pavement.”

If you have questions about property you 
own and how this might relate to that prop-
erty, please call the City Building Official Paul 
Loving at (816) 252-4400 x 122.

P.S. Don’t forget! Residential swimming 
pools that have side walls that will allow the 
water to get 24 or more inches deep must be 
permitted!

A Reminder On Gravel Driveways

Driveways that 
existed as 

gravel before April 
2001 have been 

“Grandfathered In”

RESIDENTS, 
PLEASE 

TAKE NOTE:
City Ordinance

Chapter 14, Article II, 
Sec 14-17, Sec 14-18, 

and Sec 14-19 prohibts 
containers larger than 
35 gallons to be used 

for storing
residential household 

refuse. Containers 
shall not exceed more 
than 65 lbs., and shall 

have handles as a 
LIFTING DEVICE. 



Public Works
PROHIBITED LANDFILL ITEMS– The following items cannot be 

picked up with regular refuse collection.

If you have these items please contact Public Works Department at 
816-252-4413.

CURBSIDE RECYCLING INFORMATION– Items to recycle include 
tin cans, newspapers, plastic #1–#7, cardboard, chip board (cereal 
box type), white paper, metal and aluminum cans, the items can be 
co-mingled, no need to sort. When placing recycling in bins, please 
remember to not place any TRASH into the bins; the crews have come 
across many items that are not recyclable. Household waste, animal 
waste, and glass are a few items that have been found in the bins.

The recycling bin used prior to June can still be used.
STORM DRAIN STEWARDSHIP– If it’s on the ground, it’s in 

our water. During a rainfall, water runs across rooftops, down streets 
and across parking lots and yards, picking up substances along the 
way. This stormwater “runoff” often contains materials like chemical 
fertilizer, pet waste, litter, automotive fluids and yard waste such as 
leaves and grass clippings. Runoff then washes down storm drains, 
eventually reaching local rivers and streams where it can pose signifi-
cant risks to people and wildlife.

Water that enters storm drains is not cleaned at wastewater treat-
ment plants before it flows directly into streams, rivers and lakes. 
While storm drains were designed to divert water from streets, they 
can transport harmful substances from lawns and streets. Chemicals 
and bacteria from materials like fertilizer and pet waste are directly 
deposited into our region’s water, causing pollution and endanger-
ing public health.

Many residents don’t realize how their everyday habits impact our 
region’s water quality. Even small amounts of pollution can add up to 
big problems when it comes from an area the size of the Kansas City 
region. You can take steps to help protect the health of our neighbor-
hoods and our environment. Remember: if it’s on the ground, it’s 
in our water.

What is a Storm Drain? Storm drains are the metal grates found 
on urban and suburban streets, often at corners and on the sides of 
curbs and gutters. They help prevent flooding by draining rainwater 
and melted snow off of streets and other paved surfaces.

Is a Storm Drain System the same thing as a Sanitary Sewer 
System? Sewer systems and storm drain systems are not the same. 
The water that goes down a sink or toilet in your home or business 
flows through a sewer system to a wastewater treatment plant where 
it is treated and cleaned. Water that flows down a driveway or street 
and into a gutter goes into a storm drain which goes directly to a 
natural body of water, untreated.

–– Sue Mikula,
Public Works Administrative Assistant/Special Events Coordinator

Parks & Recreation
COMMUNITY POTLUCK– The Parks and Recreation Department 

will hold its annual Picnic in the Park on June 9. This will be held 

at Waterfall Park 4501 S Bass Pro Drive $5.00 per person make checks 
payable to City of Independence.

CLUB WALK– Club Walk is held at the Sugar Creek gymnasium 
Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. for all those 
interested in walking to stay in shape. This will provide the option 
to keep exercising even during inclement weather. Eighteen times 
around the gym equals one mile! Periodically, we will have rehab 
facilities attend to enhance our walking program.

ZUMBA CLASS– Zumba Class is held Monday and Wednesday, 
from 6:00-7:00 p.m. at the Mike Onka Building. Cost of class $5.00. 
Please wear comfortable shoes and don’t forget to bring water. 
Classes are taught by certified licensed instructor Krystal Thompson. 
Email questions to Krystal at krystalthompson300@msn.com.

BOB ROSS OIL PAINTING CLASSES– Next class will be held July 
18. For a fee of $35.00 you will be instructed by certified Bob Ross 
instructor Jean Libby. You will be able to take home your finished 
painting at the end of the class. 

STARLIGHT THEATER AND DINNER– We will have tickets for 
June 10 and June 19. Cost is $8.00 per person, and this price includes 
transportation and ticket to show. Dinner will be on your own. 
Limited tickets available; please register before June 5, 2015. 

YOUTH OF THE MONTH– Youth of the Month is open to all youth 
residents of Sugar Creek, ages Kindergarten to 18. Nomination forms 
can be picked up at City Hall. 

CASINO DAY TRIP– June date TBA. Travel with us to a local 
casino for the day, you need to pre-register for this event. Cost $5.00 
per person.

SUGAR CREEK HARVEST MARKET– The Sugar Creek Harvest 
Market will operate consecutive Saturdays from May through October. 
The market will be held at the lot at 606 N. Sterling, from 6:00 a.m. 
to 11:00 a.m., and is open to the general public. Vendor fees are $5.00 
per space. This consists of a 10’ x 10’ space. For application or more 
information, contact Connie Dickinson.

–– Connie Dickinson, Parks and Recreation Supervisor

NEWS FROM CITY DEPARTMENTS
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REFUSE UTILITY 
INCREASE:

The May 2015 billing that goes out at the 
end of June 2015 will reflect the new refuse 
rate increase that the Board of Alderman

approved on February 23, 2015, 
Ordinance No. 3868. The monthly
service charge went to $17.50. For

residents 65 years of age and older, the 
service charge went to $16.00. Please note 
that the City of Sugar Creek has not had a 

refuse increase since September 2005.
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Grammy Award Nominee Alex Meixner Returns to Festival
Crowd favorite and Grammy award nominee Alex Meixner is return-

ing this year to headline the event with high-energy performances 
of traditional and contemporary Slavic tunes and polka with a twist. 
Meixner has been performing traditional ethnic music since the age of 
six, and has evolved into an instrumentally versatile artist. 

For a full weekend schedule, visit slavicfest.com/festival

Volunteer at the Festival
Get involved in your community by volunteering to work at this 

year’s Slavic Festival. It’s a great opportunity to meet your neighbors 
and give back to our city. Help is needed before, during and after the 
event. Check the following schedule: 

Food Preparation Help:

cabbage leafs, bring parting knife and apron

Festival Grounds Help:

Thanks to Our 2015 Sponsors
The Slavic Festival would like to thank the sponsors who have made 

this year’s event possible: Missouri Arts Council; Central Bank of the 
Midwest; Salva O’Renick; Republic Services; Gunter Construction; 
Strawberry Hill Povitica; Central States Beverage; Peter May’s House 
of Kielbasa; Morgan Jacobs Contracting; Andrea Welch, Attorney at 
Law; Lanard Toys; Superior Electric; Sugar Creek Optimist Club; City 
of Sugar Creek; Courtney Ridge Landfill; Northeast News; Moose 
Lodge; Optimist Club; Sugar Creek Business & Civic Club; Sugar Creek 
Shockers Football Team.

SLAVIC FEST CELEBRATES 30 YEARS
n continued from page 1

Alex
Meixner



 At the library...5
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n computer classes
Computer Basics– Tuesday, June 2 at 11:00 a.m. Learn 

more about getting around on your computer in this class, 
which offers insights into hardware and software components.

Internet Basics– Tuesday, June 9 at 11:00 a.m. Learn what the Internet 
and your Internet browser can do for you! This class concentrates on the basics of online 
searches.

E-Mail Basics– Tuesday, June 16 at 11:00 a.m. Sign up for a free e-mail account and 
follow along this tutorial teaches the ins and outs of sending and receiving email, as well 
as how to organize your messages.

Google Docs– Tuesday, June 23 at 11:00 a.m. Stop relying on email attachments and 
multiple documents! Discover Google Docs and how it can help you and your colleagues 
collaborate, share, and store multiple documents in one convenient place.

Computer Basics– Tuesday, June 30 at 11:00 a.m. Learn more about getting around on 
your computer in this class, which offers insights into hardware and software components.

n crafts
Quilting For The People– Saturdays, June 6 and June 20 at 1:00 p.m. This bi-weekly 

class at Sugar Creek offers many options for all levels of quilters. Bring a project, start a 
project, or come to learn something new. Class is every other Saturday at the Sugar Creek 
Library. Call Nancy at 816-252-3344 for more information.

n children activities
Super Hero Training– Tuesdays, June 2, June 16, and June 30 at 4:00 p.m. Are you a 

Super Hero? Do you want to be one? Join us at the library and find out if you have what it 
takes to be a Super Hero! Children 12 and under are welcome to attend this program. For 
more information call Christy at 701-3489.

Super Hero Stories– Wednesdays, June 10 and June 24 at 4:00 p.m. Join us for a spe-
cial Super Hero themed story time and enjoy a fun craft. Children of all ages are welcome!

Mad Science: The Science Behind Super Heroes– Thursday, June 11 at 5:00 p.m. 
Sparking the imaginations of children in the Kansas City area since the summer of 2002… 
Children and adults will have a great time learning the science behind levitation, invisibil-
ity, camouflage, and more! Join us for a special offsite performance at Mike Onka Memorial 
Hall 11520 Putnam Street, Sugar Creek, MO. Everyone is welcome to attendance this Com-
munity event.

n teen activities
Teen Time– Thursdays, June 4, June 18 and June 25 at 4:00 p.m. It’s summer, and time 

to get busy reading! Come to the library for free activities to fight summer boredom. Join 
us for different crafts all month long at the library. You want to be there!

Teen Creek After Hours– Friday, June 19 from 5:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. Be creative. Be 
loud. Be here! The Sugar Creek Library stays open late for teens only. Come and hang out – 
play on the computers, watch a movie, or just meet up with friends. Food & noise allowed.

n book clubs
After Lunch Book Club– Thursdays, June 11 and June 25 at 1:30 p.m. Join us for an After 

Lunch Book Club at the Sugar Creek Branch Library as we read and discuss great books. 
Discussions moderated by Christy Tapko.

Fairmount Community Center Book Group– Wednesdays, June 10 and June 24 at 
12:15 p.m. Join us at the Fairmount Community Center. Books are provided by the Sugar 
Creek Branch Library. Discussions moderated by Mary Roberson.

NEIGHBORLY NEWS
Life of Villanueva Remembered

Anna Diaz Villanueva, born August 16, 1929, in Kansas City, 
MO, died peacefully in her sleep on Sunday April 26, 2015, in 

her home. “Annie”, a lifelong resident of 
Kansas City, was loved by many.

She was preceded in death by her hus-
band of 57 years, Elias “Leo” Villanueva, 
parents, Justo and Rosa, and siblings.

She is survived by her sister Esther 
Valdivia; her five children and spouses, 
Gloria & Ygnacio Santellan Jr., Elias & 

Frances Villanueva, Pilar & Alan Smith, Theresa & Joseph 
Kelsey, Maria & Michael Smiddy; her grandchildren, Stephanie 
Santellan, Kristen & Eric Hannagan, Magdalen Santellan, Brett 
& Kristin Villanueva, Sean & Melissa Smith, Adam & Jessica 
Kelsey, Dominique Villanueva, Rachel Kelsey, Ana Smiddy 
& Tyler McNally, Michael-Elise Smiddy; her ten great-grand-
children, Cohen Kelsey, Brendan Santellan, Jack Hannagan, 
Zachary Villanueva, Sofie Hannagan, Everett Kelsey, Kamryn 
McNally, Addison Smith, Mila Kelsey, Alexander Villanueva; 
many nieces, nephews, godchildren, family, and friends.

She was a member of St. Ann’s Catholic Church 
(Independence, MO). Not only a homemaker and stay at home 
mom, Anna was a school crossing guard with the KCMO Police 
Department for 15 years.

Wohlgemuth Will Be Missed
Jo Ann Wohlgemuth, 74, of Sugar Creek, MO, passed away 

April 16, 2015, at her home. 
Jo was born November 15, 1940, in 

Horton, KS, to Lloyd and Myrtle (Miller) 
Tinsley. She graduated from A.C.C. High 
School in Effingham, KS. Jo enjoyed read-
ing, laying out in the sun, and most of all, 
spending time with her family. She was 
a member of the Independence Young 
Matrons. She was also a longtime mem-
ber of First United Methodist Church of 

Independence, MO, where she was a member of the Glory 
Ringers. 

She is survived by her loving husband, Ike Wohlgemuth; two 
daughters, Janice Calfas and husband Steve, Susan Rohr and 
husband Dennis; brother, Jake Tinsley and wife Alma Jean; 
as well as nine grandchildren and eleven great grandchildren.

SUGAR CREEK
HARVEST MARKET

Saturdays from
6:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

For more information, please call
Connie Dickinson at 252-4400 ext. 137
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